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Westminster-abbey and Temple-bar.    [A.D.
I cannot dismiss the present topick without observing, th is probable that Dr. Johnson, who owned that he often ' ta for victory/ rather urged plausible objections to Dr. Robert; excellent historical works, in the ardour of contest, than pressed his real and decided opinion ; for it is not eas; suppose, that he should so widely differ from the rest oi literary world *.
JOHNSON.  ' I remember once being with Goldsmith in \1 minster-abbey.   While we surveyed the Poets' Corner, I to him,
"Forsitan et nostrum nomen miscebitur istis*."
When we got to Temple-bar he stopped me, pointed to heads upon it3, and slily whispered me,
"Forsitan et nostrum nomen miscebitur isTis4."'
Johnson praised John Bunyan highly.    ' His Pilgrim's gress has great merit, both for invention, imagination, and conduct of the story; and it has had the best evidence c merit, the general and continued approbation of mankind, books, I believe, have had a more extensive sale.    It is Tenable, that it begins veiy much like the poem of Dante; yeti was no translation of Dante  when Bunyan wrote.    Thei reason to think that he had read Spenser5.'
and translate them ? No letters or state papers from which you could correct their errors, or authenticate their narration, or supply their defects.' J. H. Burton's Hume, ii. 83.
1  See ante, ii. 53.   Southey, asserting' that Robertson had never read the Laws of Alonso the Wise, says, that' it is one of the thousand and one omissions for which he ought to be called rogue as long as his volumes last.'    Southey's Life, ii. 318,
2  Ovid, de Art, Amand. i, Hi. v. 13 [339].    BOSWELL.    ' It may be that our name too will mingle with those.'
3  The  Cent. Mag. for Jan. 1766 (p. 45) records, that ' a person was observed   discharging   musket-balls from a steel crossbow at the two re-
maining heads upon Temple They were the heads of Scotch t executed in 1746. Samuel Re who died at the end of 1855, ' I well remember one of the 1 of the rebels upon a pole at Te Bar.' Rogers's Table-Talk, p.:
4 In allusion to Dr. Johnson's posed political principles, and haps his own. BOSWELL.
5' Dr. Johnson one day took B Percy's little daughter upon his and asked her what she thong Pilgrim's Progress, The chil< swered that she had not res "No .'"replied the Doctor; ' I would not give one farthin; you:" and he set her clown and no further notice of her.' Cn Boswell, p. 838. Mrs. Piozzi (.
A propos:in most plates with llit-ut! (tlu: undent) authors but tnuwrilic' I cannottson and Hume; and providei I can maintain my place in the tri umviratc, I am indifferent at wha distance   I   am   ranked  below m companions and masters.'   Dugal Stewart's Robertson, p. 367.
